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Internationalizing Educational Research in Saudi Universities in Light of Global
Experiences (A Proposed Framework)
Prepared by: Hayat bint Abdullah Al-Badai
PhD Candidate in Educational Administration and Planning, Imam Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic
University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Abstract:
This study aimed to benefit from leading global experiences in the internationalization of educational
research to develop research internationalization practices in Saudi universities. It also aimed to
identify the requirements for internationalizing educational research in Saudi universities in light of
leading global experiences. The researcher applied the descriptive-documentary method. The study
population consisted of deans and vice-deans of faculties of education, heads and vice-deans of
departments in faculties of education, and directors of research centers (male and female) from the
faculty holding the academic rank of professor in Saudi public universities, totaling (34) members.
After selecting experts, the number was reduced to (21). The current study adopted a futures studies
methodology, specifically the Delphi method, to describe the requirements for internationalizing
educational research in Saudi universities. Data was collected through questionnaires administered in
three rounds among the group of (21) experts. The instrument was finalized after the experts agreed
on three main axes of requirements: organizational, human, and research requirements for
internationalizing educational research in Saudi universities, based on some global experiences. In
developing the proposed framework for internationalizing educational research in Saudi universities,
the current study followed the same methodology. One of the foresight methodologies, the Envisioning
methodology, involves brainstorming and completing questionnaires after reaching an agreement
among experts in the field of educational research. The study concluding the leading global
experiences in internationalizing educational research were identified in the following universities,
after analyzing documents from Oxford University, Harvard University, Cambridge University, and
Imperial College London, which ranked in the top 20 in the Times Higher Education World University
Rankings for two consecutive years, 2018 and 2019. The study also identified the requirements for
internationalizing educational research in Saudi universities, numbering 39, with a high level of
agreement of at least 90%, and presented a proposed framework for internationalizing educational
research in Saudi universities.
Keywords: Internationalization of Scientific Research, International Research Collaboration,
International Academic Partnerships, International Academic Mobility, International Education

Policies, Global University Rankings
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